Public Speaking

Mr. Dolan
Voice Mail: 256-4175 x69516
Email:  jdolan@newpaltz.k12.ny.us
Course Description: Public Speaking is designed to assist students in developing public speaking skills. Students are trained in selecting and organizing ideas; adapting a message to a particular audience; supporting ideas clearly, vividly, and logically; and delivering an effective message with confidence and enthusiasm. 

Throughout the course, attention will be focused on providing an atmosphere of positive reinforcement and constructive feedback. Students are encouraged to assist each other with suggestions for improvement. The basic premise of this course is that public speaking is a skill that can be mastered by anyone with motivation and determination.
Required Assignments: In order to pass the class you must present all of the major graded individual speeches. Failure to complete any one of these assignments will result in an "F" for the course. This requirement does not include critiques, quizzes, reflections, outside speech reports, or exams.

In addition to the above requirements, all students must participate in either NPZ or afternoon announcements.
What makes you, you (Evidence of Planning: Outline) (Reflection)
Think about the personal qualities that make you unique.  Choose one and prepare a speech explaining it to the class.  These beginning assignments require preparation but little research
Pet Peeves (Evidence of Planning: Outline)  
What really annoys you?  What do you love to hate?    
Informative Speech (Evidence of Planning: Outline) 
The goal of this speech is to inform the audience.  At the end of the speech, the audience will have a balanced view of the selected topic based on your research.

How-to Speech (Evidence of Planning: Outline) (Reflection)
Describe a process to the class.  Speech must include a visual aid.
Design Thinking (Evidence of Planning: Group outline and individual notecards) (Reflection)
Solve a problem using this collaborative project aimed at improving small group communication, critical thinking and creativity.  The assignments culminates with a professional group presentation.  My expectations are very high for this one. 
Oral Interpretation  

- Poem / song – 12 lines minimum (Evidence of Planning: Memorize)
And choose one of the following:

- Prose/Children’s Book (Evidence of Planning: Full text)
- Shakespeare (Evidence of Planning: Full text)
Impromptu Speaking (Evidence of Planning: None)
Often people are put on the spot and asked to give a short speech, now it’s your chance.
Toasts (Evidence of Planning: Full text/memorized) (Reflection)
Recognize a person or event by making a toast.

Interviewing (Evidence of Planning: Questions and anticipation of topics covered)
Possibly one of the most important public speaking experiences will be the interview.  If you haven’t been on one yet, you will soon.  Schedule this out of class with Mr. Dolan.

The Graduation Speech (Evidence of Planning: Full text) (Reflection)
The Great Debate- Final Exam (Evidence of Planning: Your choice)
This speech stresses research skills, collaboration and communication amongst group members, the management and presentation of information, as well as the formulation of logical arguments.  Research is required.

Course Objectives As a result of completing this course, the student will be able to: 

	
	· Develop a complete understanding of rhetoric and how it is used in our society.

· Overcome self-consciousness when speaking by developing poise, self-confidence, and a sense of communication. 

· Develop effective use of body action in speaking. 

· Develop a command of ideas and their arrangement in speeches. 

· Develop standards for the evaluation of speech activities. 

· Integrate the fundamental speech processes into normal speech situations. 

· Understand the basic principles of various communication situations. 

· Demonstrate an understanding of the various purposes of public speaking.


Evidence of planning


In order to deliver a speech you must first present the instructor with evidence of planning.  This can take many shapes (outline, notecards, full text, etc.) and there will be different requirements depending on the speech.

Requirements:

· Preferably typed
· Two copies – one for presenter and one for instructor

Speech Reflections


Reflection is an essential component to improving skill.  Taking the time to consider strengths, weaknesses and everything in-between will serve in guiding you to improved communication.  

Requirements:

· One page (typed or handwritten), MLA heading

· Focus on your strengths during the presentation, weaknesses and all else

· Reflect on your progress over time from speech one to nine

· Complete for assigned speeches (see speech overviews)

Prohibited Speaking Materials

School-appropriate subject matter is the matter about which you can speak. Some questionable topics and presentational aids may be prohibited by your instructor. It is your responsibility to discuss the appropriateness of any topic or presentational aid with your instructor prior to preparing or delivering the speech.

Plagiarism

Students are often tempted to take well-written sentences, clear organization, or unique approaches from magazine articles, books or other students' speeches without giving credit to the original thinker or writer. The "borrowing" of another's work is sometimes an only half-conscious action stimulated by admiration for the author's expertise and skill. Nevertheless, public speakers must not plagiarize. This "intellectual thievery" is not only a serious ethical offense; but when students use others work, they cheat themselves of vital first-hand experiences in speech preparation. The speaker's lack of familiarity with organization, ideas, or word choices that he or she did not generate often shows up in ineffective delivery. Speakers ultimately pay when they skip steps in the speech building process.
How you will be assessed:
1)  Participation in school announcements / NPZ-TV

2)  Peer Evaluations / Teacher Evaluations

3)  Evidence of planning submitted
4)  Quality of reflection

