Tuesdays with Morrie

Independent Expansion Project

Morrie said, “So many people walk around with a meaningless life.  They seem half asleep, even when they’re busy doing things they think are important.  This is because they’re chasing the wrong things.  The way you get meaning into your life is to devote yourself to loving others, devote yourself to your community around you, and devote yourself to creating something that gives you purpose and meaning.”

____________________________________________________________________________________

Rationale:  This is a story about connections: the inherit connection and bond between two human beings.  Therefore, your “big” project for the unit will ask you to discover or re-discover connections with others, your community and yourself.

Task:  Below you will find various projects you can complete which will fulfill Morrie’s mission.  Each project will require a presentation which will showcase your ideas and results to the class.  These are certainly not the only ideas for the project.  Develop your own project!

*All projects will be presented after we finish the book.  They will take place in June and will be coupled with a final writing assignment*

Throughout the unit, we will have one block in which each student meets individually with Mr. Dolan to discuss the progress of the project and answer any questions. 
Option #1:  Connections with other human beings and family

Discover a connection with anyone who is an inspiration to you.  This person can be a relative or anyone who is a part of your life.  Videotape an interview with this person and document your relationship for the presentation.

Option #2: Connections with our community    

Volunteer at a community organization which is dedicated to serving others.  Document your experiences on video or photograph.  Your presentation will showcase your experiences.

Undertake a task or project which will change your community.  Write letters to the editor of a local paper, volunteer, learn about your community.

Option #3:  Connections with ourselves

Take a journey inside and show off what makes you, you.  Your presentation could document a journey or experience you have had which can inspire other people, a hidden talent you may have, or anything else you can develop.  The opportunities are limitless.

EACH PRESENTATION WILL BE AT LEAST 5-6 MINUTES.  YOU WILL BE GRADED ON THE THOROUGHNESS OF YOUR PRESENTATION AND THE DETAIL AND DEDICATION YOU PUT FORTH.  PUSH YOURSELF; YOU WILL SURPRISE EVERYONE AROUND YOU.

This project will serve as a summation for our unit with Tuesdays with Morrie.  Please do not procrastinate.  Take pride in your work and show-off your unique talents and capacities as a student and human being.  We will draw names to see who presents on which day.  

During the week of June 4-8, we will move into project presentations and your FINAL writing assignment for the unit will be due.  I will also make comments and you re-submit for a final grade!  You will have plenty of time to revise your writing.  

