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Name: _______________________





Block: __________


Lord of the Flies by William Golding [1954]

Lord of the Flies details the events following a plane crash on a remote island in the South Pacific.  The young boys, without the help of any adults, are lost on an island and forced to survive on their own.  Left to their own devices, the boys quickly realize that their premature utopia quickly recedes into chaos and anarchy.  Lord of the Flies was William Golding’s first novel.  On the surface its message is strictly literal; underneath, however, the reader is left with a stirring picture of humanity’s regression without law and order.
Essential Questions:

What are the qualities of a civilization?
Is mankind innately barbaric or is it a learned behavior?

Does a society need law and order to function successfully?

How does fear create power, degradation, and the will for conquest?
Anticipation Question:

1. Many authors, whether consciously or not, are effected by the events of the world around them as they write.  William Golding is no exception.  Before we begin take a few minutes and list any events which were happening in the world around 1954.  Write down any events, key terms, or important people.  Think about your study of U.S. history.
Pre-Reading Activities:

Connotation – What is implied beyond the literal definition of a word.  The deeper meaning.  

Denotation – the literal definition of a word.  The dictionary definition.

Using these terms analyze the title:
Lord of the Flies

Character Profiles:
Please use this page to write notes about each of the characters as you read.  Use the chart to help you understand how each character is a dynamic or static character.
	Character
	Initial reaction and detail (chaps. 1&2)
	Key events and changes

	Ralph
	
	

	Jack
	
	

	Piggy
	
	

	Roger
	
	

	Sam & Eric
	
	

	Simon
	
	


Literary Terms Review:

Use this chart to define, analyze, and apply each of the following literary terms to our novel.  Some of the terms should be review.  The new terms are defined for you.

	Term
	Definition
	Example from text and explanation

	Setting
	
	

	Theme
	
	

	Mood
	The feeling created by words, phrases, images, etc.  (ex: fearful, positive, sorrow, etc.)

	

	Symbolism
	An abstract idea represented by concrete terms.

	

	Conflict

(4 types)
	1.  Man vs. ___________
2.  Man vs. ___________
3.  Man vs. ___________
4.  Man vs. ___________

	1.

2.

3.

4.

	Major Conflicts
	The significant conflicts throughout the novel.  (Do not list characters names here.  Think thematically.)

	

	Irony
	
	

	Personification
	
	

	Foreshadowing
	
	

	Omniscient Narrative
	A technique the author uses in which he/she shifts between telling the story chronologically and stepping inside the heads of the characters.  
	


Vocabulary:  Lord of the Flies
1. FURTIVE [22]: secretive

2. HINDER [34]: to prohibit, to obstruct

3. SPONTANEOUS [37]: occurring suddenly

4. QUOTA [39]: a set amount

5. MURMUR [46]: low, indistinct sound

6. VICISSITUDES [49]: change of condition

7. TACIT [55]: implied, not expressed

8. BLATANT [58]: obvious

9. DUBIOUS [59]: doubtful

10.  BELLIGERENCE [60]: argumentative, given to waging war

11.  MYRIAD [61]: many

12.  MALEVOLENT [71]: evil

13.  APPALLED [93]: shocked

14.  INCANTATION [94]: repetition of specific words, sometimes used in reference to magic

15.  TAUT [96]: pulled tightly

16.  INTERMINABLE [99]: never ending

17.  TREMULOUSLY [99]: unsteady, timid

18.  EMPHATIC [101]: said with force

19.  OBSCURE [103]: vague, not clear

20.  INCREDULOUS [103]: disbelief

21.  BASTION [104]: fortified sector, safe haven

22.  LEVIATHAN [105]: of huge size

23.  SOMBERLY [107]: seriously

24.  MUTINOUSLY [108]: rebelliously

25.  COVERT [109]: secret, hidden

26.  WALLOW [109]: to dwell in with satisfaction 

27.  INDULGE [109]: to yield or comply with

28.  DECORUM [110]: done with dignity

29.  QUEST [112]: journey

30.  RUE [115]: to regret

31.  INDECENT [118]: not fit to be done/seen in proper company

32.  IMPERVIOUS [121]: not permeable

33.  PREFECT [126]: an administrative head

34.  CORPULENT [146]: obese

35.  DERISION [149]: ridicule, mockery

36.  PHOSPHORESCENCE [153]: giving off luminous light without any sensible heat

37.  TORRID [159]: hot, passionate

38.  EXULTING [168]: rejoice in triumph

39.  MYOPIA [169]: nearsightedness

40.  TRUCULENT [177]: cruel, bad tempered

41.  BALK [195]: an obstacle, to refuse to continue

Lord of the Flies 

Homework Assignments and Reading Schedule
For each of the assigned readings (some will be completed in class, others at home) your homework will be to write a minimum of a two paragraph analysis to a question posed below.  Your response should take the form of two paragraphs: the first should be your written analysis to ONE of the selected questions and the second should be your personal reaction to the content you read for homework.  The second paragraph can be about anything.  (Please see the example)
If you simply summarize the plot, you will lose significant points.  Think past summary and analyze what you have read.
Your responses can be typed or hand written and are due the class period following the assigned readings.  Pay attention to the weekly sheets for all information regarding the reading schedule.

Each homework assignment is worth 20 points and will be counted as part of your average.

______________________________________________________________________________

The Topics!

Chapter 1: The Sound of the Shell

a. Think about why Golding keeps referring to “the scar.”  Why did he choose to call it that?  What does it mean?
b. What do Ralph’s actions towards Piggy reveal about him?  Is Ralph innocent?

c. Think about “the conch.”  What does the shell symbolize in the novel?

d. What is Jack hesitant to do?  What does this reveal about him?

Chapter 2: Fire on the Mountain

a. What should the boys have done first, the shelter or the fire?  What do their actions reveal about them?  What would you have done?

b. At the end of the chapter, who is missing?  Who notices?  What do you think happened to the boy?

c. Throughout the story thus far, Piggy has been picked on and deemed useless.  What use does he have in this chapter?  Make a prediction…what will happen to him as a result of his “power?”  

Chapter 3: Huts on the Beach

a. How are Ralph and Jack similar?

b. Think about Simon.  Where does he go in this chapter?  What does this reveal about him?  How is he different from Ralph and Jack?

c. What does Jack want more than anything?  Contrast this with what Piggy wants.

Chapter 4:  Painted Faces and Long Hair

a. On page 60, Roger is described by Golding.  What does this description lead the reader to believe?  What do Roger’s actions reveal bout him?
b. Masks are powerful things.  Why?  How does Jack show this?

c. Who does Jack take his aggression out on?  What is the result?

Chapter 5:  Beast from Water

a. Ralph says that smoke is more important than the pig.  How is he right?

b. Re-read the passage which details the assembly.  How have the boys begun to lose their civility? 

c. Why is Piggy afraid?  Would you be afraid?
Chapter 6:  Beast from Air

a. What do Sam n’ Eric see?  What do they think it is?  What actually is it?  What does this remind the reader about the outside world?

b.  How do the interactions between Ralph and Jack differ in this chapter than Chapter 5?  
c. At the beginning of the story, the boys pride themselves on being “English.”  What does this connotation mean?  Although they do not realize it yet, what does every boy have inside of them which is beginning to emerge?

Chapter 7:  Shadows and Tall Trees

a. After the boar hunt, the boys remain in a frenzy, re-enacting the hunt with each other.  Comment on your feelings about this scene.  What does it reveal about the boys?
b. Who climbs the mountain first to search for the beast?  Make a prediction.  What does this foreshadow?

c. Why did Jack insist on going up the mountain at night?

Chapter 8:  Gift for the Darkness

a. Comment on Jack’s decisions.  Did this surprise you?  What role does Piggy play in the story now?

b. Jack and Roger find and kill a sow.  What do they do with the head?  Comment on what a sow is and the symbolism involved in killing that particular pig and their actions.

c. At the end of the chapter, Simon is in the woods alone and begins to have a conversation with the lord of the flies.  This is not a real conversation, but a premonition of future events.  What is said in the conversation?  What does it foreshadow?  Predict.

Chapter 9:  A View to the Death

a. After Simon awakens, what does he see?  What happens to him when he wants to bring the “truth” to the others?  How did you feel after you read this excerpt?  Did you expect it?  What have the boys lost any trace of?
b. Ralph consistently tries to persuade the others to build two things: a signal fire and shelter.  Even when Jack forms his own tribe, Ralph tries to convince Jack of the value of order.  If Ralph represents order, why then, does he and Piggy partake in the hunter’s dance which has disastrous repercussions?

Chapter 10:  The Shell and the Glasses

a. Describe Jack’s tribe.  What does he do to his fellow tribe members?

b. Describe Ralph’s state of mind at the beginning of the section.  Why does he act this way?  What is he imagining?  

c. What do Jack and Roger steal when they visit Piggy and Ralph in the middle of the night?  What do they now have the power to do?

Chapter 11:  Castle Rock

a. Does Ralph lose hope?  What does he do to regain any effort of assembly?
b. Why does Piggy travel to Jack’s camp with the conch in hand?  What happens to it?  What does this represent?

c. Think back to the beginning of the story.  Consider how Ralph was presented at the beginning of the story.  How was Jack presented?  Were any of the boys capable of their present actions at the beginning of the story?  What has emerged?

d. What happened to Piggy?  How did you feel when you read this excerpt?  Were you surprised?  Horrified?

Chapter 12:  Cry of the Hunters
a. Think about the title of this section.  Why do think Golding named it as he did?  
b. What does Ralph use to defend himself against Jack?  Think about the significance of this weapon.
c. The officer says, “I should have thought that a pack of British boys…would have been able to put up a better show than that…”  Why is this ironic?  What does this comment indicate about “supposed superiority” over inferior races?   
Example from Chapter 1:

Question:  Why does Jack think he will be the best leader?  What does this indicate?

I always laugh when I re-read this excerpt.  Jack is convinced he will make the best leader because he can sing a C-Sharp superior to many of the boys.  Golding clearly indicates the naïve nature of the boys with this statement.  His ultimate message here is that the boys are unaware that the laws which governed them in the “civil” world are no longer in effect.  It no longer matters that Jack can sing a C-Sharp.  Golding also establishes that Jack immediately tries to convince the others of his superiority and is blinded by accomplishments which bear no importance under the present circumstances.  


I am not surprised at the way the boys first behaved on the island.  They are boys!  Although Ralph appears to maintain leadership and does possess some qualities of leadership (empathy and quick decision making) he does not hesitate to berate Piggy (and humiliate) him in front of the others.  All of the boys, including Ralph, are seeking acceptance amongst each other.  And, like any occasion on the playground, find it easier to be accepted when they insist on dictating humor at the expense of others.  Just as my dad always said, “There is nothing meaner than kids to kids.”  Although Ralph did establish himself as the elected leader, it is obvious that a conflict (man vs. man) has already been established between Ralph and Jack.

“BIG” questions to answer after the novel (You do not have to concentrate on these immediately, they will be answered as a class at the conclusion of the story).  
1. In the beginning of the novel the scar caused by the plane crash is mentioned a number of times--what does this scar symbolize?

2. Compare Ralph and Jack.  Who is the better leader at the beginning of the story?  Why?  Who is the better leader at the end of the story?  Is either of the boys a good leader?  Why or why not?

3. What does the conch symbolize?  Why is it important to the story?

4. How is the fire important?  What might the fire, in the author’s opinion, also represent?

5. The “beastie” in the story appears to represent Golding’s view that within all human beings is brutality.  Do you agree with his assessment of human nature?  Why or why not?

6. How does Jack change as the novel progresses?  Give some examples.  If the boys were not rescued, what kind of person do you think Jack would have become in a few years?

7. The title of the novel, Lord of the Flies, is a name for Beelzebub, a prince of devils.  Why do you think Golding chose this for the title of his story?

8. At the end of Chapter 8, Simon has a conversation with the Lord of the Flies.  What does the Lord of the Flies tell him?  Does this foreshadow anything that occurs later in the novel?  How?

9. How does Simon die?

10. The island itself is very significant because it isolates the boys from society—what are we to learn from their pattern of behavior there?  What is Golding’s message?

11. What do Piggy’s glasses symbolize?  How are they tied to the theme of the story?

12. What is the theme of the novel?

13. Authors often express their opinions about issues through their stories.  What do you think is Golding’s opinion of the human race?  Does he think that most people are inherently good?  Bad?  What do you think Golding would say is the reason why people act “good”?

14. A major theme in the novel is good vs. evil.  After completing the novel, has your opinion about the basic goodness or evil of people changed?  Why or why not?  If yes, in what ways?

